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reason should have curbed, saw an immense temporary in-
crease in the European mercantile community and the ab-
sorption of the demobilized, only to be followed by the
greatest distress, as the bottom fell out of the boom and the
inevitable contraction took place. Then were the organiza-
tions existing for the relief of stranded Europeans heavily
strained by the great efforts to mitigate conditions which
were as bad as those the present world contraction has again
brought forth. As the world re-emerges the old British mer-
cantile prosperity will have to take on a different aspect,
and will have to face fresh conditions and competitors. But
it is devoutly to be hoped that the old stateliness of Calcutta
referred to will remain.

THE MISSIONARIES

India is a country of many missions, many mission clergy
and workers, and, as already said, the harvest in the South
is very great, and in the Punjab is showing above the ground.
Elsewhere it is, with a few special exceptions, little more than
sowing the seed. But this missionary community is a very
numerous and important one. It is largely Anglican, but
all the Free Churches have keen and successful bodies, many
of whom are combining with the Church of England to form
the new Evangelical and Episcopal Church of India, a re-
adjusting of extreme difficulty and of great importance.
Indian Christians resent the multitude of bodies which,
attempting evangelization must, in a country where dis-
sension is deep-seated, but add to confusion and hamper
Christianity. The Indian, Christian and non-Christian, can
understand such distinct bodies as the Church of Rome, and
some other large division, as Islam understands Sunni and
Shiah, but not a hundred.

Some of the best education in India is obtained in the
mission colleges and in this connection the Church of Rome
is among the first. Stations in some of the southern hills are
almost entirely devoted to mission settlements' schools and
rest-houses, and there is no doubt that mission work will